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Italian pianist Elia Cecino is the 2023 First Prize winner of the Iturbi International Piano Competition in

Valencia, where he also received special awards for his performances of Beethoven and Chopin. He has earned

top prizes at major international competitions, including the New Orleans, James Mottram (Manchester), and

Ricard Viñes competitions. Additional accolades include the Vendome Virtuoso Award in New York and a

Finalist Prize at the 17th Arthur Rubinstein Competition in Tel Aviv. Cecino made his recording debut in 2020

with a Suonare Records album featuring Beethoven, Chopin, and Scriabin, followed by a Chopin monograph

with OnClassical in 2021. His performances have been broadcast on ClassicFM, Rai Radio 3, and other major

international stations. He has appeared as a soloist with leading orchestras including the Royal Liverpool

Philharmonic, Orchestra del Teatro La Fenice, and Israel Philharmonic, working with conductors such as

Riccardo Frizza, Oleg Caetani, and Yoel Levi. Elia has performed in prestigious venues such as Palau de la

Música Catalana, Laeiszhalle Hamburg, and Gran Teatro La Fenice, and maintains an active chamber music

career. Born in 2001, he studied with Maddalena De Facci, graduated summa cum laude from Cesena

Conservatory, and continues studies with Eliso Virsaladze and Boris Berman.

Praised for his “unwavering energy and precision” (La Scena Musicale), American pianist Anthony Ratinov has

garnered international acclaim for his “class, style, technical mastery, and solo prowess” (Beckmesser). He

recently won 3rd Prize at the 2024 Concours Musical International de Montréal, where critics lauded his

“striking confidence in taking risks” (Le Devoir). In 2025, he earned 2nd Prize at the National U.S. Chopin

Competition, and in 2023, 2nd Prize at the Busoni International Piano Competition, with his performance of

Prokofiev’s Third Piano Concerto hailed for its “admirable dexterity and stainless precision” (L’Ape Musicale).

Other major awards include 1st Prize at the 2023 Ricard Viñes Competition, 2nd Prize at the València Iturbi,

and 2nd Prize at the 2022 Olga Kern Competition. A dedicated chamber musician, Ratinov performs with Trio

Ondata, winners of the 2023 Chamber Music in Yellow Springs and 2022 Fischoff Silver Medalists. He has

appeared at venues such as the Royal Concertgebouw, Vienna’s ORF RadioKulturhaus, and the Kennedy Center,

and recently debuted at Barcelona’s Palau de la Música Catalana. A graduate of Yale University and the Yale

School of Music, Ratinov is pursuing an Artist Diploma at The Juilliard School. His debut album, Horizons, was

released in 2024.

Philipp Lynov saw a piano for the first time when he was in kindergarten. The moment left such a lasting

impression on him that he credits it—the fascination of owning a piano and childhood curiosity—with his start

in music. He started learning at the age of 6 as “simply a source of joy,” then earned a spot at the Central Music

School at the Moscow Tchaikovsky Conservatory at the age of 14, studying with Natalia Bogdanova. He went on

to complete his bachelor’s there as well, under Eliso Virsaladze. He then moved to Germany, where he's studied

with Claudio Martinez Mehner and Nina Tichman at the Hochschule für Musik und Tanz Köln since 2022.

Philipp has won first prizes at international competitions, including Xiamen (China), Takamatsu (Japan), and

Paderewski (Poland), among others. Concerts have taken him around the globe—to Russia, Germany, Austria,

Poland, Spain, Italy, Israel, Switzerland, Australia, and Japan—with highlights including his 2023 debut in the

Main Auditorium of the Berlin Philharmonic with the Sinfonieorchester Berlin. When it comes to engaging

audiences, he says: “I believe that every person possesses their own unique brilliance. To captivate audiences

with music, it’s essential to communicate something meaningful—something that, while not always easy to

define, resonates deeply.”
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Piano Sonata No. 1, Op. 11 (1835)

Introduzione: Un poco Adagio - Allegro vivace

Aria

Scherzo: Allegrissimo - intermezzo: Lento

Finale: Allegro, un poco maestoso

Waltz in A♭ major, Op. 42 (1840)

Nocturne in B major, Op. 62, No. 1 (1846)

Étude in B minor, Op. 25, No. 10 (1835)

Ballade No. 3 in A♭ major, Op. 47 (1841)

Piano Sonata No. 8 in B♭ major, Op. 84 (1944)

Andante dolce – Allegro moderato

Andante sognando

Vivace

Robert Schumann (1810 - 1856)

Fryderyk Chopin (1810 - 1849)

Sergei Prokofiev (1891 – 1953)

Elia Cecino

Anthony Ratinov

Philipp Lynov


